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Dear fellow opponents to the Duke Energy Pipeline 

 

Once again please accept my thanks to you for being a part of one of the greatest citizen 

uprisings against bad decision-making that I have seen in my career in public service.  Because 

of you, the people of Hamilton County and the affected communities that will suffer damage to 

property values; interference with property rights; and endure the risk of potential loss of 

property and even life, Duke Energy has now called a halt to their efforts and imposed a delay to 

carefully consider all of the facts that you have brought to their attention. 

 

I have been proud to support you in these efforts.  After first learning of the proposed pipeline 

from leadership of N.O.P.E Cincy, I have aggressively worked to push back against the Duke 

proposal.  I called for the County Commissioners to seek legal assistance in outlining the steps 

we can take to assist you, and to oppose and intervene against in our own right. 

 

I sought the assistance of Environmental Law expert James O'Reilly and successfully procured 

his knowledge for the benefit of all of us in fighting against the proposal. 

 

I used my position as an officer and immediate Past President of OKI to obtain the assistance of 

OKI in identifying all of the locations of key capital infrastructure improvements; schools, 

churches, streams, creeks and other natural bodies of water; hospitals, etc., that will be 

negatively impacted by the pipeline. 

 

I engaged Duke Officials to attempt to get to the bottom of their intentions. 

 

And I authored the resolution of the Board of Commissioners and moved its unanimous 

adoption that has called for a joint meeting with Duke, the county and all of the political 

jurisdictions involved.  The resolution called on Duke and the Ohio Power Siting Board to halt 

their efforts; to reissue notice of a new public meeting to residents who live within the blast zone 

[ 2,000 feet to either side of the proposed pipeline ], and to convene such a new public meeting. 

 

As a consequence of all of our collective actions Duke has now paused its efforts.  I am sharing 

with you the most recent correspondence from Duke, just released today, that attempts to clarify 

its current position.   

 



While Duke's agreement to meet with us and other elected officials is a plus, Duke's Vice 

President Lee Barrett sidestepped the issue of noticing all residents within the probable blast 

zone for their input and Duke did not commit to hosting another meeting/Open House following 

the same.  I believe both are necessary and will continue to press for the same. 

  

The letter also makes it clear that Duke is intent on moving forward with a pipeline.  That 

remains problematic for the county, and I know, for you as well. 

 

I remain committed to being a part of the process and to fighting on your behalf. It is a privilege 

and an honor to do so. 

 

 

Respectfully yours, 

 

  
Todd Portune 

  


